[Surgically treated diseases of the parotid gland in childhood and adolescence].
Between 1969 and 1986 parotid gland surgery was performed on 86 children and adolescents in the ENT clinic of the University of Tübingen. Chronic recurrent parotitis was found to be the most common chronic inflammatory disease in our young patients. Total parotidectomy was done on 24 children. Because of the high incidence of potential complications the indication for a total parotidectomy in chronic parotitis should be carefully considered. A more hopeful attitude applies to the cystic tumours (haemangioma, lymphangioma and branchiogenic cysts). A solid tumour of the parotid gland in children and adolescents, however, necessitates surgical extirpation without delay because one-third of these tumours are malignant.